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court to wear beards.   But the more St Stephen urged the emperor's pro-
hibition, the more earnestly the impostor pressed him to admit him to the
habit, pretending that both his temporal safety from the persecutors and
his eternal salvation depended upon it.    Soon after he had received the
habit he ran with it to the court, and the next day the emperor produced
him in that garb in the amphitheatre before the people, who were assembled
by his order for that purpose.   The emperor inflamed them by a violent
invective against the saint and the monastic Order; then publicly tore his
habit off his back and the populace trampled upon it.    The emperor
immediately sent a body of armed men to St Auxentius's Mount, who
dispersed all the monks and burnt down the monastery and church to the
very foundation.   They took St Stephen from the place of his confinement
there, and carried him to the seaside, striking him with clubs, taking him
by the throat, tearing his legs in the thorns, and treating him with injurious
language.    In the port of Chakedon they put him on board of a small
vessel, and carried him to a monastery at Chrysopolis, a small town not
very far from Constantinople, where Callistus and several Iconoclast bishops,
with a secretary of state and another officer, came to visit and examine him.
They treated him first with civility and afterwards with extreme harshness.
He boldly( asked them how they could call that a general council which
was not approved by the pope of Rome, without whose participation the
regulation of ecclesiastical affairs was forbid by a canon.    Neither had
the patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, or Jerusalem approved of that
assembly.   H6, with the liberty of a martyr, defended the honour due to
holy images, insomuch that Callistus, when they returned to Constantinople,
said to the emperor, " My lord, we are overcome; this man is very powerful
in argument and learning, and despises death."   The emperor, transported
with rage, condemned the holy man to be carried into banishment into the
island of Proconesus, in the Propontis.    In that place he was joined by
many of his monks, and his miracles increased the reputation of his sanctity
and multiplied the defenders of holy images.   This circumstance mortified
the tyrant who, two years after, ordered him to be removed to a prison
in Constantinople and loaded with irons.   Some days after the saint was
carried before the emperor, who asked him whether he believed that men
trampled on Christ by trampling on his image.    " God forbid," said the
martyr.   Then taking a piece of money in his hand, he asked what treat-
ment he should deserve who should stamp upon that image of the emperor.
The assembly cried out that he ought to be severely punished.    " Is it
then,*' said the saint, u so great a crime to insult the image of the emperor
of the earth, and none to cast into the fire that of the king of heaven? "
Som0 cjay& after this examination the emperor commanded that he should
be beheaded, but recalled the sentence before the martyr arrived at the
place of execution, resolving to reserve him for a more cruel death; and,